
ENDOWMENT GOAL: $5 MILLION

CENTER FOR ACADEMIC SUCCESSFOUNDATION

The Center for Academic Success provides 
students with strategies, support and tools 
needed to be successful in their majors, stay 
in school and graduate in a timely manner. 
Many students admit they would not have 
passed critical courses without this free 
service—which could not be available 
without philanthropic support.

Campus Reach
Currently, the Center for Academic Success serves over 
33 percent of LSU students and 65 percent of first-year 
students. Despite its limited capacity, the multidisciplinary 
Shell Tutorial Center in LSU’s Middleton Library is host to 
approximately 27,000 student visits each year. Student 
demand has outpaced current resources. With additional 
funding, the center can make an even greater impact on 
students’ lives and successes.

Proven Results
Student retention is a major focus of LSU and the Louisiana 
Granting Resources and Autonomy for Diplomas (LAGRAD) 
Act, and it is a key factor within U.S. News and World Report 
College Rankings. The ACT 2010 “What Works in Student 
Retention” report revealed that three of the top five practices 
impacting student retention are tutoring programs, advising 
interventions with special student populations, and 
comprehensive learning centers. 

The Center for Academic Success has documented the 
effectiveness of each of these services at LSU. Multiple 
sources of data show students who use the center’s services 
increase GPAs, course performances, persistence and self-
efficacy. Success in professional careers depends greatly on 
solid thinking skills. Employers seek independent decision 
makers and problem solvers who are capable of applying 
their knowledge to job challenges.

A Gateway to Success
In their university experiences, many students face at least 
one or two challenging courses with the potential to derail 
their academic paths and future careers. In the past, these 
roadblocks might have caused them to drop out of school, 
change majors, lose scholarships or graduate at a much 
later date. Such issues can also cause them to accrue much 
unnecessary debt. Fortunately, we know that with strategic 
learning support, students are able to surmount these 
obstacles and achieve their goals.

The Center for Academic Success, based in LSU Student Life & 
Enrollment, serves as the university’s academic support unit 
for all LSU students, offering programs and services key to 
increasing student success and persistence, while promoting 
skills transferable to their professional lives. Services are 
intended to reduce D, F or W grades in required courses, 
which result in delayed admission to their senior colleges 
and/or graduation. 

These programs are designed to prevent students from 
becoming discouraged or losing financial aid because of poor 
grades or slow/no academic progress, which improves the 
students’ confidence and prepares them to succeed. By help-
ing students to find their own paths to success, the university 
also improves its retention and graduation rates.



Supplemental Instruction
Supplemental Instruction (SI) is a series of free, weekly study 
group sessions offered for students enrolled in historically 
challenging courses. Each SI session is guided by a trained 
peer leader who has taken the course and is prepared to 
share what he/she has learned. Leaders attend the class and 
work in close association with the instructor so that sessions 
are relevant to the material being covered. Students who use 
SI are retained at higher rates and earn an average of a half 
letter grade higher than those who do not attend. SI im-
proves student retention, graduation, learning and academic 
performance. SI leaders also benefit. They communicate with 
diverse groups, gain experience in positions of leadership 
and service and learn the content of their discipline at a much 
deeper level. 

Academic Empowerment Initiatives
By teaching practical, efficient learning and study strate-
gies and offering academic coaching/consulting, the center 
motivates and empowers students to succeed academically, 
personally and professionally. Students are taught to develop 
metacognitive, higher order, critical thinking skills that help 
to streamline the learning process and improve overall time 
management. 
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•	 The Center for Academic Success is con-
sistently recognized by its peers as one 
of the nation’s premier learning centers.

•	 High-risk students who attend the        
IMPACT Learning Strategies Program not 
only double their chances of remaining 
at LSU, but also obtain a 0.5-0.7 percent 
increase in their GPAs.

•	 Each year, the Supplemental Instruction 
program hosts around 25,000 visits.


